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CHINA COMMITTEE ANNUAL MEETING 


The China Committee of the Far Eastern Joint Office held its annual meeting on March 24 
at Riverside Church, with an attendance of over 50 Board representatives, former China mission- 
aries, and nationals, Dr, William P, Fenn of the United Board for Christian Colleges in China 
was elected the new chairman of the Committee, and Rev, Claude L, Pickens Jr, of the Episcopal 
Board vice-chairman, Special action was taken expressing appreciation for leadership in the 
Committee in the past by Miss Louise Robinson, retiring Chairman, and Dr, Rowland M, Cross, 
Executive Secretary for many years, 


A number of interesting reports were made, Dr. George Geng dealt with the future of 

Chinese in the United States and church responsibility, and Dr, Cross reported on the work of the 
five centers for work among Chinese students and professionals, sponsored jointly by the China 

. ‘Committee and the United Board for Christian Colleges in China, Your editor surveyed the situ- 

J ation in Mainland China today, and Mr, Merwin reported on the overseas Chinese, Dr, Fenn, 
just returned from a recent visit to Formosa, reported on the general situation there and the pro- 
gress in plans for Tunghai University, Mr. Edwin Martin, Deputy Director for China Affairs of 
the Department of State, gave a statement on State Department thinking underlying policy to- 
wards China, in which he pointed out that Communist China would be present at the Geneva 
Conference only as a belligerent; that the Communist regime is firmly entrenched and has virtu- 
ally eliminated allovert, though not necessarily all potential opposition; and that Sino-Soviet 
ties are growing stronger rather than weaker, Formosa is an important focus of anti-Communism 
militarily and psychologically, Overseas Chinese are an important element of consideration and 
have traditionally supported the cause of freedom, 


Mr, Pickens suggested possible future approaches to China, and in a general discussion 
various suggestions looking to the future were committed to the Executive Committee for further 


study. WCM 


SHANGHAI LETTER 
A Shanghai letter dated March 4, 1954 gives the following church news; At Chinese New 
Year there were good Gospel meetings, with over 300 conversions in one church and over 500 in 
another, Students held a four day conference, with over 1,000 in attendance, Only certified 
Christians were admitted, The Shanghai Study Class described in our last number meets every 
morning at 8 A.M, in the Union Church for devotions, and then at 9 o’clock they go to the 
Missions Building for discussion until 12, and again in the afternoon, 200 copies of Leighton 
Stuart’s Greek Grammar were recently mimeographed, and sold out almost at once, with people 
asking for more, 160 copies of Bagster’s Analytical Greek Lexicon were also mimeographed and 
sold out at once, The student group who sponsored this venture could not believe the demand 
would be so great, and so were afraid to print larger editions. A group of 14 met one evening 
recently to commemorate the 100th anniversary of Hudson Taylor's landing in China, 
Issued about 20 times a year to keep mission boards and missionaries informed on Christian work 
in China, ANNUAL RATES: Domestic, $2.00; Overseas, Firstclass $4.00, Secondclass $3.00. 
Airmail $5.00 in 15 cent zone, $7.00 in 25¢ zone, Please send payments as due, 


j 


T'IEN-LOH-T*ANG 
The March 22 Tien Feng gives a page to a description of T’ien-loh-t’ang, a Church of 3 
Christ in China situated at 620 Kaoyang Road Shanghai, This church is some 30 years old, but 
went to pieces during the Japanese occupation, and all services stopped, It was reorganized in 
1949, and since then has been making steady progress, It now has 130 members and inquirers, 
not counting children, and has an average Sunday morning congregation of 100, with more at 
Communion services, At the Christmas service in 1953, 12 inquirers were baptized, 2 children 
confirmed, and one baby dedicated. The church has a Bible study class of over 30 which meets 
every evening Monday to Friday each week, They began at Genesis and are working through 
the whole Bible, There isa young people's group of over 20, just recently organized, The affairs 
of the church are administered by a group of six deacons and 12 church-members, all of whom 
give time for voluntary work in the church, The church is situated in a factory area, and as the 
workers are now having steady employment, the finances of the church have steadily improved 
throughout the past five years, The pastor’s name is not stated, but it is said that last June a 
Nanking Seminary graduate was added to the staff as assistant pastor, and also that Chang Hsin- 
t‘ien, a former Nanking Seminary graduate, is giving part time to the work of this congregation, 
Whether these two are in addition to the pastor, or whether Chang Hsin-t’ien is now the pastor, 
is not clear from the article, 


SHANSI LETTER 


The March 15 Tien Feng prints a letter sent out by the Shansi Province Reform Church Com- 
mittee to the churches of the province, The letter begins by calling attention to the disgraceful 
affair of Chiang Ch’eng-en, a traveling evangelist in Central China, who claimed to be pro- 
gressive but was not, and who was traveling with a woman who was not his real wife, and warns 
them against inviting to their churches any traveling evangelist whose history is not clear, The 
letter states, ‘*‘We know positively that cases similar to his have taken place in this province,”’ 
Some evangelists manage to get a great deal of money for themselves, but the only result of 
their preaching is to disrupt the local churches, Some of them are also secretly reactionary, The 
result is that some churches of our province have publicly burned copies of Tien Feng as a gest 
of protest, and others have circulated pamphlets attacking Tien Feng, The appointed pastors iM) 
much more important for the building up of the church than the traveling evangelists, even 
though, as the writer admits, some of the latter do succeed in reaching many converts and in re- 
kindling the zeal of indifferent churchmembers, and so the pastors should be accorded more honor. 

The letter closes by reminding them that they must not abuse the freedom of religious belief that 
the government has guaranteed them, 


When one considers the semi-official sponsorship of Tien Feng, it seeins very strange that 
there should be groups which would venture to burn copies of it as a protest, There would seem 
to be a fairly widespread undercurrent in the church that does not go along with the policies of 
the Reform Church Committee, 


TIEN-FENG 


Copies of Tien Feng have now been received up to April 5. The last three or four numbers 

seem to have an increased amount of devotional and Bible study material, Li Ch’u-wen, pastor 

of Shanghai Community Church, is running a series of Bible studies on Romans, Marcus Chen has 

had two articles on the qualifications of a minister, The March 29 number gives five pages to a 

report of a student conference in Peking, and two pages to a study class for church workers of the 

Jesus Independent Church, The April 5 number begins with a good Palm Sunday editorial, and 

has several other devotional articles, It also has four more pages of comment on the Peking stu- : 
dent conference, There does not seem to have been any new government line which they have 

been required to push in these numbers, beyond playing up the success of the bond issue, which 

we have reported elsewhere, 


HSIEH CHIN MAGAZINE IN TROUBLE 


We have not yet received any 1954 numbers of Hsieh Chin, the monthly magazine of the . 
National Christian Council, but the April 5 Tien Feng quotes an apology which Hsieh Chin prin | 
in February for an article in its January nu . The article, by National Christian Council | 


A 


@:: Tang Ying, gave a list of recent Christian books in Chinese, ‘*The author did not 


on the platform of the people, but thinking only of literary quality, listed progressive 
oks and books that have been criticized as containing poison all together, even including 


at books by imperialist agents which pervert Scripture and oppose Communism, Soviet Russia, 
- and the People.’* The editor accepts responsibility for not having examined the article more 
'» carefully before printing it, and warns readers against basing their choice of books to read on 
the list given in the article, His apology is very abject. 
en 
ets One question that is left unanswered is, How did such books get printed, It is definitely 
stated that the list of books comprised only recent books, so these can hardly be books left over 
airs from before ‘liberation’, It suggests the possibility that there are some Christian groups free 
n enough from Three Self Reform Committee control and from government surveillance so that 
“ they can print books which the Committee strongly condemns, 
THE NATIONAL BONDASSUE 
on, NCNA announces on April 5 that the 1954 National Construction Bond Issue was already 
r oversubscribed by 7.9%, 6.4 million million yuan having already been taken up, The March 
22 Tien Feng tells us who some of the subscribers to this bond issue are, 34 staff members of 
Yenching Union Theological Seminary bought ¥ 32,190,000, Church of Christ in China preachers 
in Wuhan were apportioned three million, but under the leadership of Rev, Li Ch’ing-sheng 22 | 
of them subscribed 4,070,000, Ningpo preachers subscribed 14 million, though they had only . 
-om= been apportioned 10 million, In the church at Linfen, Shansi, 50 or more members bought 
ful 3,560,000 yuan, Church workers in lyang, Hunan, have subscribed over ten million, 70 church . 
workers in Foochow bought 8 million; 45 church workers in Hangchow bought ¥9,430,000 and | 
ns the Episcopal Church Chekiang Provincial Office bought 3 million more, The Shashih report is 
le broken down by churches as follows; 
Lutheran 430,000 
Seventh Day Ad, 1,020,000 
Episcopal Church 250,000 
True Jesus Church 410,000 
It 4vill be remembered that the Government pushed the sale of a short term bond issue in 
re~ 1950, and even some missionaries found themselves obliged to buy some. At that time the feel- 
ynor, ing was widespread that it was just a camouflaged confiscation, but these bonds have, I under- 
hat stand, been redeemed as due, and this undoubtedly has raised the financial credit of the Govern- 


ment, Probably too the economic policy of the Government is making private investments more 
and more shaky, so that now a Government bond is the safest place for savings, 


n CHURCH NEWS 


Congregational pastor and President of Yenching School of Religion Wang Tzu-chung on | 
March 24 joined with Buddhists and other religious believers in welcoming to Peking a delegation 
of religious believers from Korea. The visiting group was headed by Kim Ung Gi. 


ers In Putien, Fukien, Episcopal pastor Hsu Ts*ung-k’o was elected a member of the People’s 
or Representative Assembly for the First Putien District. He was also put in charge of the census in 
has the village of Meifeng, 

a 

he On December 7, 1953, Methodist District Superintendent Henry Sun, of Shanghai, visited ~ 
| Ts*ungming to hold what Methodists used to call a quarterly conference, but which they now 

u- call a tso-t’ang-hui, a discussion group, 13 members were present. | 


The Ch’ingt’ien District (or circuit?) of the Wenchow Synod of the English Methodist Church 
held a study class January 9-18. 70 were present from 15 different local churches, The class was 
closed with a celebration of Holy Communion, 


Three Ningpo pastors, Episcopal Sun Ming-wei, Methodist Ch’en Keng-hsin and Baptist 
: Shih Shou-ling are now in Shanghai for the three month study class reported in our last Bulletin, 
March 22 Tien Feng states that the local Three Self Committee in each church is taking 
ge of the work during the pastor’s absence, 


it 


